


THE NATIONAL 
DANCE | 
FESTIVAL 


‘“‘Whose body movements set the universe in motion, 


Whose speech is the source of all sounds, 
Whose adornments are the moon and stars, 


To that radiant Shiva, I bow!’ 


ITH the chants of verses from Abhinaya 
Darpana and Natyasasira invoking the 
blessings of the Cosmic Dancer as well 

as other deities for the prosperity of the stage, 
State and the people the votaries of the four 
‘classical dance styles : Bharatnatyam, Kathakali, 
Manipuri and Kathak entered the stage and 
‘offered obeisance to Nataraja. Thus commenced 
‘the six-week long National Dance Festival on 
the 2nd of November 1955. ‘This unique 
Mangalacharanam created a solemn atmosphere 
wherein the audience could the 
{ beautiful conception of the art of dancing asa 
symbolic representation of the activities of 
Siva. | | 


visualise 


Sponsored by the Sangeet Natak Akadami, 
‘and organised by the Bharatiya Kala Kendra, 
‘the festival was inaugurated by the Rashtr2patt. 


After the Mangalacharanam Shri Nityanand 


* 


23 


Kanungo, Chairman, Dance Festival Steering 
Committee welcomed the Rashtrapati and Miss 
Nirmala Joshi read out messages sent by 
Justice P. V. Rajamannar, Chairman Sangeet 


Natak Akadami and other distinguished per- 


sonalities wishing the Festival a success. 


In his inaugural address the Rashtrapati 
spoke of the high esteem in which the art of 
dancing was held in ancient India and _ stressed 
the need of developing this art in the present 
times by giving proper encouragement. 


After a vote of thanks proposed on_ behalf 
of the Bharatiya Kala Kendra by Pandit 
R. Haksar the function ended with a short dance | 
recital by Shri Shambhoo Maharaj, the reputed 
exponent of Kathak dance and an Akadami 
Award holder. He gave arendering the Bhava 
aspect of Kathak with his lyrical interpretation 
of a Thumri. 
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Guru Kunj 


Guru Kunju Kurup (Nala) Kunju Nair (Hans) 
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Chhau Dance of Mayurbhanj 
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Chhau Dance of Sera 








i Dance of Orissa 


Odiss 





¢ 


BHARAT 
NATYAM 


Smt. Bala Saraswathy 








Shanta Rao 


National Dance 
Festival 


Smt. Rita Chatterjee 
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Delhi Ballet Group 
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